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Investing In FP could reduc
maternal deaths by 70%

MATERNAL deaths in developing Guttmacher Institute and UNFPA, the The new report,Adding It Up: The
countries could be slashed by 70 per United Nations Population Fund. Costs and Benefits of Investing in
cent and newborn deaths cut nearly in ~ Currently, more than half a million Family Planning and Maternal and
half if the world doubled investment in maternal deaths and 3.5 million Newborn Health also found that
family planning and pregnancyrelated newborn deaths occur each year in investments in family planning boost
care, shows a new report by the developing countries. (Turn to page 10)

RH services for
typhoon survivors

By Sara Azimi, UNV for Humanitarian Response

ON September 26, 2009 tropical storm
Ondoy (international name: Ketsana)
brought the heaviest rainfall to Metro
Manila in 40 years, inundating 80
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worth of rain in only six hours,
displacing hundreds of thousands of
people.

The National Disaster
Coordinating Council (NDCC)
estimates that almost five million
people were affected, with 335,740
individuals forced to reside in 559
evacuation centers after losing their
homes. A week later, typhooriPepeng
(Parma) swept Northern Luzon and

affected more people. Landslides in . .

Benguet province alone kiled at least | UNFPA honoured with human rights award
200 people, while a total of 338,302

more were evacuated to 460 UNFPA, the United Nations Population ~ Obaid on December 10, 2009, the
evacuation centers. Fund, welcomed the human rights Human Rights Day.

Due to the damage wrought by the | award presented by the United The Louis B. Sohn Human Rights
disasters, several health facilities were | Nations Association of the National Award, established in 1997, is given
rendered useless, making health Capital Area (UNANCA) to UNFPA annually to individuals for substantial

(Turnto page 12) | Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed (Turn to page 12)
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UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is an international
development agency that promotes the right of every woman, man
and child to enjoy a life of health and equal opportunity. UNFPA
supports countries in using population data for policies and
programmes to reduce poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy
is wanted, every birth is safe, every young person is free of HIV/
AIDS, and every woman is treated with dignity and respect.

UNFPA. Because everyone counts.
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Message from the Representative

Together in crisis

DURING the series of
disasters that hit the
Philippines last year, we
witnessed how the
devastating flood was
followed by a flooding of
another sortz an
overwhelming outpouring
of support for survivors
both from within the
Philippines and from
abroad.

We grieved over lives
that were lost but we did ¥
not lose sight of those who
survived and needed our help, especially the most
vulnerable z women and children. As UNFPA set out to
conduct reproductive health medical missions, we
became witnesses to how a simple sight of doctors and
midwives braught expressions of telief an the faces of

GwroGere Extler pré@n&ﬁrﬁaé\jl.& §ven birth.
For them, it was a sign that they and their baby will be
fine.

Why do we help people in need? In times of crisis,
why do people risk their own lives to save others? Why
does aid come pouring in for disaster survivors when
people who donate could very well use the resources for
their own needs?

Perhaps it is human nature. Just like the instant reflex
of an arm attempting to reach out for a glass falling off a
table even though it is obviously out of reach. It can also
be a call of duty. A midwife braved the rains and
negotiated her way through flooded streets to get to a
pregnant woman labouring in an evacuation center and
helped her deliver the baby safely. Even if we ourselves
tumble and get hurt in the process of helping another, we
still try and hope for a miracle to happen.
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the same way, each and every one of us need not be
afraid of losing grip on someone who can help us face the
crises that have yet to come.

SunaZ%NI{‘/Iukherjee

Representative




State of World Population 2009:

Women central
to efforts to
deal with
climate change

WOMEN bear the disproportionate
burden of climate change, but have so
far been largely overlooked in the
debate about how to address
problems of rising seas, droughts,
melting glaciers and extreme weather,
concludesThe State of World
Population 2009
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are among the hardest hit by climate
change, even though they contributed
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Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid.

The poor are especially vulnerable
to the effects of climate change, and
the majority of the 1.5 billion people
living on $1 a day or less are women.
The poor are more likely to depend on
agriculture for a living and therefore
risk going hungry or losing their
livelihoods when droughts strike,
rains become unpredictable and
hurricanes move with unprecedented
force. The poor tend to live in
marginal areas, vulnerable to floods,
rising seas and storms.

The report draws attention to
populations in low-lying coastal areas
that are vulnerable to climate change
and calls on governments to plan
ahead to strengthen risk reduction,
preparedness and management of
disasters and address the potential
displacement of people.

Research cited in the report shows
that women are more likely than men
to die in natural disaster® including
those related to extreme weather
with this gap most pronounced where
incomes are low and status differences
between men and women are high.
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aftermath of tropical storm Ondoy
with more than 300,000 people in
need of basic supplies, pregnant
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A mother tends to her children and their belongings in a public school in Quezon City
where they sought temporary shelter during the Ondoy flooding. The 2009 State of
World Population Report says that women with access to family planning services
have lower fertility rates that contribute to slower growth in greenhouse gas
emissions in the long run.
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said UNFPA Representative Suneeta for instance, of the 18 health centers

Mukherjee in her presentation of the existing beforeOndoystruck, only

report. three remained operational after the
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women and their babies could die. The State of World Population

Delivery is fraught with risks, even in 2009argues that the international

the best of circumstances, so one can i = OUBb

imagine the special challenges

idhérant icdiving bt in a setting

like an evacuation center, which lacks

even the most basic of sanitation

facilities, not to mention the privacy a

change is more likely to be successful
if policies, programmes and treaties
take into account the needs, rights and
potential of women.

(Turn to page 4)



